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S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

¶ King & Queen of Courts,  

         February 3  

 

¶ Board Meeting, February 13  

 

¶ No School, February 20  

¶ Senior Night, February 21  

Congratulations 

to the following 

Forensics team 

members on  

qualifying for 

state: John  

Kennedy,  

Steven Marshall, 

and Alexus 

Beaman.  

Happy New Year to everyone in Cobra Country!  I hope 2017 is off to a wonder-
ful start for you.  We resumed classes on January 3 and have had a great start to 
the second semester of our 2016-17 school year.  Here is a few informational 
items I would like to share with all of you:  
 
DISTRICT WEBSITE-Changes have recently been made to our district website 
for a variety of reasons.  It should be more mobile friendly and automatically 
change to a smaller phone screen.  Upcoming events are now automatically pulled 
from the districtôs Google calendar.  If you havenôt had a chance to visit the USD 
335 website, the address is http://www.jhcobras.net. 
 
INSERVICE-Teachers participated in a Jackson County professional develop-
ment day on January 16.  This was a chance to share ideas and learn what Holton 
and Royal Valley are doing in different grade levels and departments.  I am ex-
tremely proud of our teacher leaders who did session presentations:  Kristi Alten-
burg, math; Pat McKinney, National Novel Writing Month; Jena Kramer, folda-
bles and Paul Lierz and Vern Andrews, drones.  Kay Smith, Jamie Wells, Kristi 
Altenburg, Ashley Wick, Jeff Folger, Katie Morris, Robin Sides, and Brad Alley 
were group leaders for the morning. 
 
SPELLING BEE-The Jackson County Spelling Bee was held at Jackson Heights 
on January 21.  Eleven 5th-8th grade students from Holton, Royal Valley, and 
Jackson Heights competed in the spelling bee.  Dawson Cochren, 5th grader; Mal-
lori Mulroy, 6th grader and Annie Allen represented Jackson Heights well.  Con-
nie Baldridge was our judge from Jackson Heights and Pat McKinney was the 
pronouncer.  
  
COBRA ACCOMPLISHMENTS-Many student artwork pieces are currently on 
display at the Kansas Department of Education in Topeka right now.  Thanks to 
Mrs. Morris for coordinating this, so many people from around Kansas can see 
the artistic talent we have at Jackson Heights.  Congratulations to Michaela 
Hutfles and Mikayla Coop for their recent art accomplishments.  See page 14 for 
more details.  Congratulations to Hanna Davault for making the 1234A All State 
Band with her clarinet!  See inside on page 14 for more details.  Congratulations 
to our FFA team and individuals who did well at speech contest on January 
18!  See inside on page 2 for more details. 
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We had a very productive 1st semester at Jackson 

Heights.  As the students return to school for their 2nd 

semester, my message for our students it to make sure 

they stay on top of their classroom assignments.  

Missing assignments is the quickest way a student can 

fall behind in a class.  Here are three tips that can help 

parents promote healthy study habits with their teens: 
 
1. Set a schedule: Studying should be part of your 

student's daily routine, not something he or she tries 

to cram in the night before a test. Researchers say that 

students should divide out their study time over the 

course of the week, rather than letting due dates dic-

tate their study time. Preparing for tests ahead of time 

can reduce anxiety, and finishing assignments ahead 

of schedule can be rewarding for students. Research-

ers recommend that parents and students write due 

dates and major deadlines on a calendar or planner to 

serve as a visual reminder. 
 
2. Eliminate distractions: Cell phones, Facebook, 

and TV can quickly interrupt a productive study ses-

sion. Eliminate the temptation to tune in, text, or up-

date their status by shutting down any unnecessary 

electronics during scheduled study times. Since stu-

dents often need a computer to complete assignments 

or type papers, parents should check in with their 

teens while they are studying. 
 
3. Break it up: Maintaining focus during a two-

hour study session may be challenging, so know your 

teen's limits and divide up study time. 
 
1st Semester Grades 

Grades are now final for semester one. Parents and 

students can check these final grades by logging onto 

their PowerSchool account and clicking on ñGrade 

Historyò as seen in this screenshot. The various tabs 

at the top will then allow them to go back to other 

years as well. If a paper copy of grades is required, it 

can be printed from this screen or by a school official 

upon request. High school students can request a per-

sonal copy of their transcript or an official copy at any 

time by clicking on ñJHHS Transcript Requestò under 

ñStudentsò on the schoolôs webpage. 
 
We are looking forward for a great 2nd semester in 

Cobra country. 

From the desk of the High School and Middle School Principal:  
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picture or graphic.  

As part of our 2016-17 theme, Building Cobra Excellence, we had special guest speakers at JHES on 
December 20 to talk about a variety of topics like how the Holton Walmart store was constructed, how to build 
a book, and how a quilt is put together and how to build a 
healthy body.  PK-2 students attended the following ses-
sions:  Wayne Rieschick, Rieschick Fencing;  Scott Steffes, 
Netawaka Fitness Center;  Michelle Meddock, JM Sewing 
Center;  Dean Williams, Williams Company Inc. and Andy 
Kuglin, Murphy Tractor.  3rd-6th grade students had the fol-
lowing presenters: John Calvert, Jackson County Sheriff 
Officer;  Cale Worthington, Holton Walmart Manag-
er;  Annie Brock, Freelance Writer;  Brant Morris, Briggs 
Automotive;  Eric Fritz, Jackson County Road and Bridge 
Co-Director 

Speaker presentations included:  Education and 
training for their career, important skills learned in school 
that are utilized in their career, what a typical work day is 
like, show and tell with pictures and real life items, and a 
student question time.  After the presentations, the students 
shared feedback with me.   Gracie White, 1st grade student, 
said, ñI really liked the robot because you could tell it what 
to do and it was so cool to see a huge quilt that was made in 
just two days.ò  Felix Mandala, 2nd grade student, said, 
ñBaxter was the best session because I got to control his 
arm.ò  Lucas White, 3rd grade student, said, ñI thought it was really cool that Mrs. Keelerôs son was here and 
showed us how to fix the side of a truck.  It was interesting to learn cool facts about the new Walmart 
store.  Mariah Streeter, 4th grade student, said, ñOfficer Calvert was really funny and he showed us a lot of cool 
stuff.ò  The building fair provided a great real life learning experience 
and I am extremely thankful to all of our presenters for their willingness - !ŘǊƛŀƴƴŜ ²ŀƭǎƘΣ  
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JHES Hosts Building Fair 
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